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In 1992 the site of a starving child dying in its mother’s arms while they waited for medical assistance in northern Ghana was the catalyst for Charlotte di Vita to develop an international fundraising organisation focused on ethical trade. 

In 1997, Charlotte established a British registered charity, the Trade plus Aid® charitable trust, in order to donate surplus profits from these ethical trading initiatives to fund development projects designed to alleviate poverty.

“Ethical trading creates the opportunity for long term income and employment for disadvantaged communities, which in turn brings self-esteem,” explains Charlotte. “These communities are tremendously hard-working and creative. They consider that this an enormous opportunity.”

To date, Charlotte’s trading ventures have enabled US$4,480,200 to be returned to producer communities as payment for their handicrafts.

In addition, Charlotte has raised US$347,200 to fund development projects in Africa, Asia and  South America for impoverished communities that could not be directly assisted through ethical trade.

Charlotte di Vita believes that, “Poverty does not exist because there isn't enough money in the world. Poverty exists because there aren't enough people using their moneymaking skills positively.'' 

In the beginning …

The child’s death was a result of impending famine in northern Ghana, due to no rainfall, which left over 6,000 families’ farms in ruins. Desperate to help, she offered her last £800 savings to the local Bawku tribe to buy much needed seed. Though the tribe was in a desperate situation, their pride did not allow them to accept her money and so, in exchange, their master-carvers made wooden Ashanti symbols as pendants for her to sell in the UK. 

These wooden pendants became the fashion accessory of 1993 and by 1994 Charlotte had raised £25,000 to enable the funding of food security for 25,000 people in northern Ghana.

“It’s humbling to think that six volunteers on the other side of the world can effect the lives of 25,000 people and allow them to survive in the way they have known for generations”, commented Charlotte. 

By 1996, the sale of handicrafts had also funded the building and equipping of three schools and the training of 37 teachers in order to provide 1,100 children with an education and a more secure future. 

On returning to Ghana to see the schools for herself, Charlotte received a special surprise, “…a thousand children ran to greet me. It was an extraordinary experience!”

Charlotte continued, “Our trading projects mean more to the craftspeople than mere economic opportunity. They foster the fundamentals of self-esteem, education, health care, cultural continuity and the chance to protect the past while shaping the future.”

In 1995 with the Bawku program near completion, Charlotte was able to focus on helping Jacaranda, the only skills-training centre for mentally-challenged adults in Kenya to create an extensive programme to raise funds and increase long-term income by producing handicrafts for domestic and international markets. In 1997, Jacaranda credited Charlotte’s assistance with saving the jobs of its 45 mentally-challenged workers who would have been unable to find work elsewhere if the workshop had closed down. 

In 1996 Charlotte di Vita made a donation to the Kaloko Trust, a successful organisation working to alleviate poverty in Luansobe, a remote rural area of Zambia. The Kaloko Trust funds the education of some 700 children at their own school in Luansobe plus 100 in higher education at other schools. In 2000 Trade plus Aid® donated further funds towards supporting children who had graduated from the primary school to achieve higher education. And in 2002, Trade plus Aid agreed to donate a total of £21,450 over five years to contribute to school fees to assist the children to continue their secondary schooling to twelfth grade. 

Other projects funded: 

· Tennyson House is the only shelter and safe haven for homeless girls and young women living on the streets of Durban in South Africa. In 1997, after visiting and examining the problems first-hand, Charlotte donated funds to cover the first six months' salary for a professional child-care social worker to manage the welfare of the young women. Charlotte also helped their newly appointed voluntary fund-raising manager to formulate an effective fund-raising proposal to continue to fund this work.
· Jabulani, (Zulu for Happiness) is a self-help centre for destitute children and families in Marianhill, on the outskirts of Durban in South Africa. The project aims to empower its members in various ways to become self-sufficient. Trade plus Aid® has been assisting Jabulani ever since Charlotte’s first visit in 1997 when she donated funds to buy equipment for the candle-making and carpentry workshops, creating fairly-paid work for those members who rely on Jabulani for food, clothing and medicine. In 2003, Trade plus Aid® has donated funds to expand the sewing workshop in order to help the project to produce practical garments to sell to the local community.

· Conservation International which is a non-profit organisation involved in conservation-based enterprise initiatives and community development. Trade plus Aid donated US$2,372 towards their rain forest projects in Peru and Guatemala. 

· More recently, in 2002, Trade plus Aid assisted a music specialist to travel and work in Vietnam as a volunteer with the Christina Noble Foundation for Children and to buy musical instruments for her music therapy work with street children in Ho Chi Minh City.

· In 2002 Charlotte di Vita joined a group of Hong Kong Rotarians to visit leprosy sufferers in four very isolated villages in western China. Trade plus Aid donated money to provide children’s clothing and school bags and stationery and plans to make a more substantial contribution in December 2004, provided the business continues to do well. Charlotte also introduced The Rotary Club of Hong Kong South to HANDA, the Chinese self-help organisation, and together they are developing a strategy to aid these impoverished communities.  HANDA was set up by a Chinese doctor in 1996 to develop self-help programmes and give medical aid to leprosy (Hansen’s Disease) sufferers in China.

Traditional skills pay their way for future generations

Charlotte di Vita continues to donate funds to the Trade plus Aid® charitable trust from her current ethical trading ventures: the Charlotte di Vita CollectionsTM of miniature enamel collectibles and the Trade plus Aid® Design Studio in South Africa, which designs and produces glass windchimes and traditional musical instruments.

The Charlotte di Vita Collections™ has assisted the revival of traditional 17th-century enamelling skills in China to provide some 400 workers with employment.
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Pumpkin miniature enamel teapot inspired by 
Chinese teapots used in the Forbidden City in Beijing

And by reviving these traditional skills, creating secure employment and ensuring decent working conditions, Charlotte and her trading partners have not only assisted these individuals to generate income and support their families but have also raised funds to donate to the Trade plus Aid® charitable trust to provide longterm funding for new development projects. 

From 2003 Trade plus Aid® has committed funds to 10 development projects in Africa & Asia: 

· In South Africa, Trade plus Aid® continues to support the Jabulani self-help centre near Durban with a donation £2159 to buy sewing equipment and has initiated a nutritional outreach program to feed a thousand desperately needy people each day in the townships close to the Trade plus Aid® Design Studio in Johannesburg. Over the next four years Trade plus Aid® will invest £72,906 to fund the distribution of 1,185,600 meals to the poorest of the poor and to local school children from impoverished families.

· Trade plus Aid® is also assisting Oxfam to extend its work in communities devastated by HIV/AIDS with a donation of £13,000 to employ and train four social workers to specialise in counselling rape victims in Pietermaritzburg. 

· In addition, Charlotte di Vita been invited to become a Goodwill Ambassador for the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund and has pledged to donate a minimum of £15,000 to the NMCF over the next three years. These funds will be invested in projects to help the children of the townships in and around Johannesburg, in line with the Trade plus Aid® Design Studio’s Good Neighbour policy. 

· In Zambia, as well as continuing its long term commitment to The Kaloko Trust of £21,450 over five years to contribute to school fees, the Trade plus Aid® charitable trust has donated £15,000 to the Environmental Investigation Agency to support the fight against elephant poaching in and around South Luangwa National Park.

· In the Sudan, Trade plus Aid® has donated £26,000 to the Intermediate Technology Development Group so that they can introduce water-harvesting technologies to assist the people of Shoba in drought-afflicted Northern Darfur. In addition, the EU has committed to match the Trade plus Aid donation 3:1 which means that a total of £104,000 will be made available to ITDG.

· In Mongolia, Trade plus Aid is donating US$18,186 over three years to assist the Christina Noble Children’s Fund to provide medical facilities for Ulaanbaatar’s many street children who take shelter in the sewers in the bitterly cold winters. 

· In Vietnam, the charitable trust is assisting the Christina Noble Children’s Fund with a donation of US$11,394 to finance a First Aid Medical Station in an impoverished rural community in Vietnam.  

· Trade plus Aid® is working with Opportunity International to assist East Timor, one of the poorest countries in South-East Asia, through microenterprise development. The trust’s £10,000 donation will fund the establishment of two Trust Banks in order to stimulate local small businesses and create jobs. 

ENDS

For further information contact: media@tradeplusaid.com
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