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Charlotte D Vita, Uk-based
and internationally rencwned
biusinesswaoman and staunch

promoter af ethical trading, will
be appearing in Gallery Gifts
on May |6&th.

DiVita has raised more than $1.3
rrillion for environmental projects
in Africa and South Amenca In
the past, and will be selling
indradually handerafted enamel
teapots during her visit to further
assist her charity work,

For more intormation call Gallery
Gifts on (OB) 8232 | 144, or simply
turn up on the day at Shop 3,
Adelaide Arcade.
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shopwatch

I’s a little teapot,
short and cute

HE mneient shlls of Chi-
nEse Rrilsans have been
newiwed G0 rescreate bhe
prized triokeis of Ceorgion

By
Minlature (2apols —
bandmads, handpainted
angms —

]

urd made foom
are sodd warldede via Trade
Phus Ald, a or-

Stockists nre Diavid Jones
shored, Madelene Hall, 349
Little Bourke S, city, Mac-

Masrkeod:

lpad Fine Chiloa,
Molino's Callerin, Caulfield.
The Art Morket. Beaumaris;

The Body Dayies-
Bhepparton; OLftables,
Cranbourme Park Shopping

Centre; Kenny's Cardiology,
Eastland Shopping Centre,
R :
Bleetl di Wita todday ar Odft-
ables, 1lzm-1pm, and Ken-
o', dpm-apm.

Thoae who Dy a WPl
teday froem these twin stores
will recetve o slgned com-
memneative certificate from
e Vita
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Red: FREI4FE
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+ assisting many of the thousands of street’childrén.”

Name: Charlotte di Vita. Occupation: Managing
director of Trade plus Aid — a charitable
organisation whose primary aim is self-sufficiency
for some of the world’s poorest communities,
which it assists. (To date Trade plus Aid has raised
$3,177,187 and returned this to producer
communities to assist them to become self-
supporting through ethical trade, while $475,376
has been raised for rainforest conservation, to
build and staff schools, to assist destitute children
and to support mentally and physically challenged
adults in 42 of the poorest communities in 12
countries in Africa, Asia and South America.) Age:
35. Worst job: Working in the January sale for
clothes shop, Jaeger. It was awful. | was supposed
to work there for three weeks and managed just
five days. Career highlights: Being greeted by
1000 primary children in an African village where
| funded the first school — it was an extraordinary
experience. Opening a plain brown envelope,
which | thought was a tax bill, to find a letter from
the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, asking if I'd
be willing to accept an MBE from Her Majesty, the
Queen, in her birthday honour’s list. Wise
thoughts: Remember that the word “impossible”

UITMENT CONSULTANTS

dams.com.au

— Charlotte di Vita, managing director of Trade plus Aid

— for her work story, see page 2

PAGE 2 (reduced 50%)

Trade plus Aid chief Charlotte di Vita

is there to let you prove people wrong, not to
make you dance to their tune. Dreams can be
achieved with focus, commitment and passion.
You'll spend the best part of your life, 40 to 50
hours each week, at ‘work’ so you owe it to
yourself to try any idea you may have, however
daunting, so that it is one of the most interesting

career: By giving all | can. How did you get here:
Through persistence, focus, the support of
friends, family and staff, and a great deal of hard
work. Where do you see yourself in five years’
time: Having set up the first contemporary
successful charitable collectable brand, I'll be living
in Ho Chi Min City, Vietnam, assisting as many of

“Remember that the word ‘impossible’ is there to let
you prove people wrong, not to make you dance to

their tune.”

parts of your life. Best part of your workday:
Receiving reports from my field staff on the
progress of the charitable projects funded with
the profits of my business, Trade plus Aid. Most
unusual thing that’s happened to you in your
working life: Walking into the enormous throne
room of Buckingham Palace to find that HM, the
Queen, remembered my father, whom she met
only once 20 years before, then discovering that
she collects enamels and that she’s warm and
kind. How do you get the most out of your

— Charlotte di Vita

the thousands of street children who presently
fend for themselves as Trade plus Aid profits
allow. Travelling through Mongolia to establish
traditional ger villages to allow for the fostering of
the children living in abject poverty in city sewers
or housed in prisons, despite having committed
no crime. Raising my own family, having found
that elusive man. Winding down: | travel. I've just
been to Burma, where | left my heart time and
time again, and to Bhutan, where the pristine
forests are truly the last Shangri-La.
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Ethical business in Canberra

Chariarie i Vira MBE in Gamberma. Tuer The
tanclvnndy eiamelied cpper radpary Made i B
focwry e Chimar, mhish oee lncky Vinley iioe
rrdlers can aNE, sy denanls Balas

Clﬁn:rh-em a4 Viea MEBE. busmssassmes and
ndrudes wis beicfly & Canberra carlier this
week 10 promere the berefies of sthicad busimes snd
tzade with the deweloping world.

Aoonding ve Chato, the impelss 0o pumne cebcal
huriness practiom came fooem 3 mip oo (hana mver ien
yeans agn, | was drwvelling asond with a back padk,
and wigied this |.i||.1r in the nomh |'|'.r:¢' had p":ﬂu.'r'
all etesir prain fior the s coop, but demphs had kilial
all etee seed, and thix whols village was facing mare-
cion,” she mid, "Having plenry of money | waned m
do something, b when | offered m buy mens sond
grain for ahe vilage and gres i oo them, che head man
refised 10 take i They jus feke uncomionabbe abour
accepring, & pift or charine”

So Charloere thowghe abour i, and evearmlly ng-
gested rthar che village wse their tmdiiomal skills o
muke somerhing dhar they could give her @ mchange
fioe che sexd. “They could make somerhing. then sell in
o me far the money o boy cheir seed.” the said. ™ and
1 coedd then el whin they had sold me back i Erg;
Land.*

Thar chanes encounier changad Chideiee & Ving's
libe, aral dhs hay pesw buik U @ cenaliofed oom-
Fany thai ko Pnr:ln.ll\. redale 5 the libeeir inenave
couniries of the dovel npng world frs sale i the afflu-
e fire world, "W make sore thar we pay 2 fair days

pay for a fair days work,” saps Charlise, “anil e o
WikErs Can FEoETe ||'||rF|. likor bl aps, qick: pay, s
bamses, [n this way they can maen mosps m improve
chea |]|.|i|l.'l' of bee, and ||r|l-r|r1;| their 'c'lllr;l.'lll caim-
muniry, while kearning werk ssilk. Peopie wha buy
one of the producs can get 3 unigue hand made e
chat was mzde mader fir = erdecal work and irxde
conditions.”

Wiwe wath commussbs in Ching, Searh Afnica arsd
Hurma producing ems sach s enamel respo, glas
wer asud wonhwark, the j:m-'.dll'.l.v. thiar she miakes sad
wrlh horve beorene, & her ul'.l.'ﬁ.:"lrtlllu [ R
'Irsi'ns noer when # @ |r:u|:;.":| heiz . Awsoralia o
|'_|13||r|d_ wid Uharlorie, sl again when the jria-
ceads of the mle po back so Ching ur Scarh Africe v
csahle the workess 0 mprove their sandand of lie-
=g

Although s acknewledges that gecicomng ihe Ea
mrrweon thr ﬂn'r'-u:pnl and the develogenf; wintld ts an
ETECTTTEHIL [T the o .T;u.L e adlerdi that b dlose

can't oveeccme all the pribieme | iry and ke e
chtderence thar | can as one pereen, ihe wand, “and of
rvervone ose did thiv then there could be a ..'Jur;'r

irr.;q-_r en wime of the pll:||i::||
Chadone di Vire's esbecsl enamel eapors are o sabe
ai Teur Habatae Mirlie Avenie, Cvic

Red: 4110667
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Sales that save lives
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TALENT KATE NANCARROW

Let's drink to that

Sales of collectable teapots are helping
to fund community development.
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ny leapols
make a Bug
Difference

Charlotte di Vita creates beauty out’
of bardship — using tiny teapots to make
a huge difference to the communities
in developing countries that directly
benefit from their sale.

eorge IV first introduced miniature
enamels to the Forbidden City in Beijing as
a gift to the Chinese Emperor Kang Xi in
the early 19th century. The Emperor was
so taken with the miniatures that he summoned a
Frenchman, Jean Baptiste Gravereau, to his court to
oversee production of these enamel ‘bibelots’ as they
were called.

Unfortunately, with the arrival of communism in the
1950s this highly skilled art was almost completely lost
from China. Helping the Chinese communities, Charlotte
di Vita, the founder of Trade Plus Aid —a charity which
traditionally helps communities identify a local skill or
resource which could be used by them to produce goods
and ultimately become self-supporting — was able to track
down a surviving master craftsman and revive the lost
skills, establishing ethical manufacturing in China.

“This particular challenge came about as [ was advised
that it was impossible to trade ethically in China,” says
Charlotte. “I was determined to prove this wrong. I
researched traditional crafts and came across the art of
miniature enamels.”

Right: Miniature teapots from top to bottom: Desert Song,
Watering Hole and Tyger! Tyger! designs. Top, left: Daisy Chain
design. Middle, left: Van Gogh inspired designs: Japanese iris
1890 and Wheat 1889. Bottom, left: Wenlock Edge and Magic
Carpet with two English teapots.

DOLLS, BEARS AND COLLECTABLES






