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MOBILE NIGHT CLINIC FOR STREET CHILDREN

PROJECT REPORT

Reporting Period:  15 October 2002 – 3 March 2003

Activities:  The CNCF Mobile Night Clinic ran 27 clinics during the reporting period, visiting 33 locations within greater Ulaanbaatar.  Every month the clinic targeted a specific disease or condition for preventative treatment and recruited a specialized doctor to assist with examinations in that area.

CNCF staffing:  The Healthcare Project staff, Dr. Sarantuya, Dr. Nominbayar and Nurse Dagva led the project, assisted by driver Myagmarsuren and a roster of male volunteers to provide additional security.  In addition the following specialists lent their assistance: Nurse Dorjpalam of the TB Department at the Infectious Diseases Hospital; Dr. Otgonsetseg a gynecologist with the Chingeltei Joint Health Center; Dr. Zolzaya a gynecologist with the Mercy Hospital; Dr. Amgalan an ENT consultant with the Mother & Child Research Centre; and Dr. Enkhravdan a urology specialist with the Mother & Child Research Centre.

Medical results:  In total 495 examinations were made revealing the following pattern of ailments and disease:

Common cold



130

26%

Wounds and injuries


44

8%

Sexually transmitted diseases

23

5%

Ear, nose and throat conditions
83

17%

Tooth and oral



95

19%

Worm infections


4

1%

Scabies



3

1%

Urinary tract infections

26

5%

Gastrointestinal tract disease

12

2%

Tuberculosis



2

-

Skin diseases and allergies

4

1%

Nervous disorders


3

1%

Gynecological problems

1

-

Cardiovascular problems

1

-

Alcohol abuse



9

2%

Pregnant



3

1%

Healthy



52

11%

With regards to the results of preventative screening examinations the following results were obtained:

Tuberculosis:
2 cases in 15 screened children (13%)

STD:

13 cases in 129 screened children (10%)

ENT:

57 cases in 127 screened children (44%)

Urology:
18 cases in 82 screened children (22%)

Children screening positive for a condition were advised by CNCF doctors to attend one of our two daytime drop-in clinics for further treatment.  The take-up rate achieved of around 50% was higher than anticipated at the outset of the programme.

Project results:  The Night Clinic located and examined 414 children living on the streets of Ulaanbaatar during the reporting period.  Of these 80% were boys and 20% were girls.  The breakdown by age of the child is as follows:

Up to 5 years old


8 children (2%)

Between 6 and 12 years old

66 children (16%)

Between 13 and 16 years old

227 children (55%)

Over 17 years old


113 children (27%)

The pattern of locating children on the streets was extremely variable.  One complicating factor was efforts by Police to ‘round up’ children during the extreme cold and detain them.  This removed some children from the streets and made other retreat to more remote areas of the city, which CNCF staff could only identify with time.  However the Police were extremely co-operative with our staff and routinely allowed CNCF doctors access to the detention centre to supplement their own medical facilities.

Note: the difference between the number of children examined (414) and the number of examinations (495) relates to a child being examined on more than one occasion or for more than one condition.

“During the Night Clinic we met three brothers, aged 15, 12 and 10 years old who have been on the streets for 3 years.  They are all from Ulaanbaatar City and their parents divorced 4 years ago; the boys remaining with their father.  Their father remarried and their step-mother mistreated them, on one occasion pulling the 10 years old’s ear so hard it partially detached.  The wound was treated and recovered well.

Although they are teenagers all three boys look much younger, often they haven’t enough food.” 

 -  Dr. Sarantuya, Healthcare Project Manager.

Project assessment:  The CNCF Night Clinic continues to provide medical relief twice a week for children who find themselves either permanently or temporarily homeless during the extremely cold winter months.  During January 2003 temperatures at night fell as low as –40C, before accounting for wind chill.  The true value of the project cannot, however, be shown in lists of examinations made or conditions identified: it showed in the smiles, and sometimes tears of the children, when in the temporary sanctuary of the Unimog they could talk to our doctors and be comforted by them.

Thanks:  On behalf of Christina, all the staff at CNCF Mongolia, but most importantly the 495 children examined, treated, befriended and comforted through the 2002 – 2003 CNCF Night Clinic we thank Trade plus Aid Charitable Trust for their support and friendship.
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